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Relevance of Story of Gilead today in the handmaid’s tale
In Gilead, women are enslaved, married off, raped and denied their most fundamental human rights. These patriarchal and discriminatory practices in the fictional Gilead are some of the things Equality Now tackles in reality.
Violations of women’s rights are not the stuff of fiction, they happen across the world every day. Cases of rape, women used as slaves, violation of women’s rights, seeing a woman as minors and their only befitting place is the kitchen. All these are vices, which needs to be stemmed out, as all human beings are equal before the law. Constitution of any country stipulates clearly the conduct of every individual towards the other. 
In Gilead, Commanders are not held accountable for acts of sexual violence, such as raping their Handmaids. Too often, perpetrators of sexual violence across the world are not held accountable because of gaps in the law. In Iraq, women like Sabiha are often forced to marry the men who rape them. Their rapists not only escape punishment for the initial crime, they are then given free rein to subject these survivors to further violence. Just as in Gilead, women and men were not seen as equal. Men were highly ranked and their status was higher than that of women. Even in the present day, women are still looked down upon. There are positions, which women cannot handle in the present day despite the many campaigns done to promote the rights of women in the society.
In conclusion, the impunity practised in Gilead, is still carried out even to today. Although there are many movements, which have been formed to counter these violations, they are still not effective and their message has not reached many people and even where it has reached, still men will violate women’s rights, as they will complain that their society allows such.
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